ARTS

‘Monolith Pass: An Installation of Drawings
by Anthony W. Garza’

Garza's hyperrealistic, high-contrast drawings are monochrome

magnificence
REVIEWED BY WAYNE ALAN BRENNER, FRI., OCT. 15, 2010

'Monolith Pass: An Installation of
Drawings by Anthony W. Garza'

Mass Gallery at Co-Lab, 613 Allen, www.colabspace.org

Through Oct. 15

Shattered rainbows of color and media, a Lost Ark warehouse
of materials and methods, the rendering of stratospheric
abstract goddamn concepts into palpable (or at least viewable)
metaphors: Hey, just set that rigamarole aside for a moment,
why don'cha?

Back to basics.

Back to drawing.
With a thick black pencil.

When you're Anthony W. Garza, that's all you need.

When you're Anthony W. Garza, you place your myriad marks,
and your sKkill itself is sufficient cause for appreciation.

Garza's current show, presented by Mass Gallery at Co-Lab,
over there in the tree-crowded, weedy lushness of the Eastside:
It's something you should see if you appreciate sheer drawing
ability, the expert application of graphite to paper. The choice of subjects is no less appealing: a stag beetle, a
mountain goat, the skull of a tyrannosaurus, the skulls of saber-toothed tigers, and other remnants of the natural
world. None of these pieces are committed with cartoony cuteness or the three-wolf-moon sense of irony too
often seen tainting such images. These are hyperrealistic, high-contrast drawings referencing nothing but the
objects themselves, thoroughly devoid of context, surrounded by enough white space to frame the images at a
remove akin to the distance between, say, us and the dinosaurs.

It's monochrome magnificence.



You get the idea, here, beyond the photo accompanying this review? That these works are pinnacles of precise,
hand-drawn reproductions of what's available and remarkable in the physical world? You do, and you suspect
they might be worth seeing in person. Well, don't merely suspect, please. Consider these images and the paper
they're made upon, each one of them is roughly half the size of a door — and these dimensions make them that
much more powerful a visual force. You should know that this work requires, for full effect, a personal inspection;
we recommend it — by Friday's closing reception, at the very least.

More Arts Reviews

Cowboy Noises

A note to readers: Bold and uncensored, The Austin Chronicle has been Austin’s independent news source for
over 36 years, expressing the community’s political and environmental concerns and supporting its active cultural
scene. Now more than ever, we need your support to continue supplying Austin with independent, free press. If
real news is important to you, please consider making a donation of $5, $10 or whatever you can afford, to help

keep our journalism on stands.

MORE ARTS REVIEWS
"The 2012 Drawing Annual’

Don't let Tiny Park Gallery go without experiencing this exhibit of depth and meaning

WAYNE ALAN BRENNER, MAY 18, 2012

'Memento Mori’
The three artists showing here exhibit so much sentience, mystery, and grace

h&ﬂn“ A WAYNE ALAN BRENNER, APRIL 13, 2012
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Five Recommended Austin Arts Events...
On the weekend before that SXSW thing engulfs us all, yes

MARCH 2, 2018

. Austin Modern Home Tour? This Saturday!
Think of it as a sort of architectural Pinterest board, in 3-D and IRL

FEB. 23, 2018



